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would never havo bought it' Mr. Phelps woro not a gentleman in spirit, and an accomplished and devoted student oi: his art."
As I have before mentioned, Pholps was born in 1804; consequently when ho made his first appoar-.ance at Pontofraet in 1823, ho wan nineteen years of age. He had, therefore, gone through nearly fourteen years' provincial experience when ho made his first appearance at the Ilaymarket, August 28th, 3837. Ho actod there, at Covent Garden, and at DruryLano (with an occasional spurt; in the country) for seven years, so that when ho commenced his managerial career at Sadlors Wells in lH-.li-.lf, he was exactly forty years of ago.
In speaking of the limited amount of profit, and the infinite amount oC reputation accruing from his management, ho has often said to mo, " Was it nothing to havo the opportunity of transferring my impressions of the groat masters, night al'tor night, yoar after year, to the young fresh intellects of the ago, to generations of men and women who had never soon those wonderful works acted, to many who had never oven road them, to many others who had soon and read thorn all their lives, yet liked and loved them all the more through my presentment P Was it nothing to fool, to know, that I had succeeded in making a wretched tumble-down suburban theatrebe unforced, .and iiwas enforced with such rigour that on severalsupremo moments our grief is caused for tho loss of joys in futurity. Wo neither think of tho past nor tho present, but only bewail what might have beon.
